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2056 First National Bank Building
Detroit, Mich., October 19, 1934.

Mr. Fielding H. Yost, Athletic Director
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Dear Sirs

Thie letter is written to confirm an understanding had
on October 17, 1934, between you, representing the University of
Michigan, and the writer, representing Pinkerton's National
Detective Agency, Inc., wherein it was agreed that this Agency
shall undertake for your University's account, the investigation
of certain matters at Ann Arbor, Michigan.

It is understood that our rate for this work is $15.00
per day, plus expenses, for the operative detailed. Our bills
are rendered monthly and at the conclusion of the work, and are
payable upon presentation.

If the foregoing is in accordance with your understand-

ing, will you kindly endorse your confirmation on the enclosed
carbon copy of this letter and return it to us immediately?

Yours very truly,
PINKERTON'S NATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, Ince.

Accepteds
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2056 First National Bank Building
Detroit, Michigan, October 27, 1934.

Mr. Fielding H. Yost, Athletic Director
University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Dear Mr. Yost:

We are very glad to note that nothing happened last
saturday. Please advise if you are satisfied with the inves-
tigation and result.

Yours very truly,

PINKERTON'S NATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, Inc.




I. F. He reports:-
Detroit, Michigan, Thursday, October 18, 1934

At 8330 aeme. I proceeded to Ann Arbor, Michigan and called on
Mre Yost in the athletic office of the University of Michigan, who
gave me the following names of men who in his opinion are interested
or sponsoring the movement to get Willis Ward, negro football player,
into Saturday's game:

Maurice J. Wilsie Jack Wiesman
207 N. state st. Kappa Nu Fraternity
Ann Arbor, Michigan Ann Arbor, Michigan

Iir. Yost called my attention to an article on the front page of
"The Michigan Daily,®" the University paper, which gives information
about a mass meeting to be held by the Ward United Front Committee at
8:¢50 pem.y Friday in the Natural Science Auditorium. He suggested
that I attend this meeting and to get any information pertaining to
plans of the committee during Saturday's game.

In an effort to interview Jack Wiesman, I called at the follow=-
ing:

Xappa Nu Fraternity House
800 Lincoln Avenue.
Ann Arbor, Michigan Talked with a student at this
Fraternity House, who stated that
Jack Wiesman was not in at presents
that he knows Wiesman; that Wiesman is no longer active in the
Vanguard Club. He stated that in his opinion ward will not play in
saturday's game; that nothing can be done by the students or their
organizations to get him into the game; that he is aware that they
have petitions with hundreds of signatures, but in spite of this
Ward cannot play due to a ruling by the officials which will keep
him out of this particular gamej; that it is his opinion that nothing
will be done by the organizations during the game.

I made another attempt to interview Jack Wiesman, later in the
day; however, was unable to find him in.

Mr. Bethke
527 Fifth Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan I called at this address in an
effort to interview Mr. W. Fisch,
#ho is reported to be the Chairman
of the United Front Committee on Ward. Mr. Bethke informed me that
Fisch was not in; that he is very seldom at the house except to sleep;
that he did not know where he spent his time, but thought it was at
the Law Library. He stated that Fisch had some of the petitions for
Ward at the house; that Fisch was an active member of the Vanguard
Club; that in spite of the petitions with 1,500 signatures, it would
be impossible to get Ward into the game as he was already officially
ruled out; that in his opinion, there would be no demonstration or

trouble at Saturday's game; that the National Students' League and



b T

vanguard Club are not irfluential with the studentsj that their total
active membership is not more than twenty or twenty-five students;
that most of their movements are carried on for the publicity they
obtain from them.

Mr. Healey
City Editor
The Michigan Daily
Ann Arbor, Michigan stated that National Students League
and Vanguard Club, who are spon-
soring the Ward campaign are small
and inactive as far as constructive things are concerned; that they
do not have a headquarters; that they are anxious to gain publicity
and this is usually their motive for meking efforts on a campaign
such as the one they are now sponsoring; that none of the University
officials have ever stated that wWard would not play in Saturday's
game; that this movement was started by the National Students' League
and the Vanguard Club on account of the general understanding of the
policy of the Southern Universities of not allowing negros to play
with whites.

He stated that he was quite sure there would be no disturbance
during Saturday's gamej that any trouble would immediately be stopped
by Michigan Students, who are not in his opinion in sympathy with this
movement; that if it ie true that they have 1,500 signatures on their
petitions, that most of th se who signed were not fully aware of what
the movement was about; that it has been previously proven that a
student signs without reading it, merely to satisfy the solicitor.

He stated that the University of Michigan acts as host to Georgia

Tech on Saturday and that in his opinion practically all of the Michigan
students would welcome them in a most sportsmanlike and friendly manner
in spite of their southern racial discrimination policies.

Interviewed a student on the campus, who stated that for the
past few days there have been two young men with the Ward petitions,
soliciting signhatures on the steps and in the front doorway of the
Library; that their efforts to obtain signatures was apparently stopped
as these men were not soliciting at their regular places today; that
they were there yesterday; that they had been using insistant methods
to obtain single signatures; that in his opinion nothing would ever
resudt from the petitions; that ward would not play in the game Satur-
day; that there would be no trouble during the game as the sponsoring
organizations of the Ward movement compose only a handful of students
and they would not have the nerve to start any such actionj that they
realize the consequences if they should attempt any action.

T interviewed several students on the campus at the Michigan
Union and the Student Christian Association but the opinion of all
of them was similar te that expressed by the above interviews. Most
of the students state that the National Students' League and Vanguard
Cchub are composed of students who are foreigners, some orientals, and
have radical and socialistic ideas; that the student body as a whole

pays very little attention to their activities and surely would not
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co-operate with them in case of a disturbance at Saturday's game.
One of the students stated that he was positive Ward would not play
Saturday as Coach Kipke has not been rehearsing Ward for this gamej
that he was getting two other men in shape for this game.

I made two attempts to interview Maurice Wilsie at 207 N. State
Stey but no one was home at this address.

I returned to Detroit and discontinued at 8:45 p.me.

28"'Ap
10-19-34



I. F. He reports:-
Detroit, Michigan, Friday, October 19, 1934
At 9 a.m. proceeded to Ann Arbor and called on:

william Fisch

427 s. Fifth Ave.

Ann Arbor, Iilichigan Fisch is Chairman of the United
Front Committee on Ward. He is
decidedly Jewish. He stated that

he is just about positive that Ward would not be in Saturday's

game; that he was in conversatton with Ward yesterday and Ward

expressed gratitude toward their campaignj that Ward was boiling with
anger over the fact that he is being barred from tomorrow's gamej
that Vard had told ahim that if it were not for certain obligations
and personal affairs, that he would gquit the team.

Fisch stated that they were now through with the campaigns that
it is up to’ the students to take any further action; that he was well
satisfied with the outcome and quite surprized at the great number
of students who supported them in the movement which was indicated by
the signatures on the petitions and letters from the alumnaej that
their campaign may not have put Ward in the game, but the real ac~-
complishment is that there would not be a recurrence of this situation
of scheduling a game with a Southern University, while there are
negroes on the team.

He stated that Yost is a southerner and for this reason is not
in sympathy with their movement; that Yost should never have signed
this game while he knew Ward was on the team; that immediately after
Yost signed the game some one called this fact to his attention but
he passed it off as 1f there was nothing to itj; that Yost thought he
could keep Ward out of this particular game and no one would notice if
that the athletic activities are being handled entirely by the
bosses and without regard for the wishes of the students.

stated that at the game tomorrow there is a question of what will
happen; that the students may just yell, demanding to have Ward put
into the gamej; that if he is put in, Georgia Tech may Jjust call off
the game; however, there is a possibility that such action may result
in the forfeiture of the game by Michigan, which no one would want
to occur; that they had not planned any action during the gamej; that
it would be silly and perhaps disastrous for thirty or forty men to
get out and attempt to make a disturbance; that they could not
afford to start any action as they are known and it would jeopardize
their standing and no doubt force them out of the University; that
they have not committed themselves on any contemplated plans at the
game; that they actuglly have no plans; that the reason for the
mass meeting tonight is to see how the students accepted their campaignj
that if anything happens tomorrow, it will be put over by the majority
of the students who might be so angered by the fact that Ward cannot
play, that they will forget themselves.

Interviewed a student on the campus, who was of Jewish extraction.
He stated that the movement for Ward was started in order to get settled
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the matter of racial discrimination in the gamesj that it is not for
Ward's sake as much as it is for the principle involed; that in his
opinion Michigan should not give in %to Georgia Techj that in his

opinion no matter if Ward plays or not, there will be no demonstration
at the game; that he is quite sure of this as he has learned of the
attitude of those sponsoring the movement in hearing their conversations
and talking with them.

I interviewed several students on the campus and at the Michigan
Union and the consensus of opinion is that the Ward movement was
started by a certain few students who do not have any following and
are not supported in any of their movements by the student body;
that they are after publicity; that they are not powerful enough to
do any harm and cause any disturbance at Saturday's game.

I called on Mr. Yost in the late afternoon and gave him a brief
verbal report of my investigation. He instructed me to attend the
mass meeting which is to be held this evening and to communicate with
him by telephone after this meeting.

I attended the Ward Rally and Mass Meeting held in the Natural
Science Auditorium. By 8 pem., the scheduled starting time, the audi-
torium was almost filled to capacity, which is about 350 persons.

A large percentage of those present were observed to be people of

other than the white race, such as Jewish, Orientals, etc. The

meeting was very disorderly, in fact some of the speakers could not
give their speeches due to the protests of about one-third of those

in the hall. The group who made the distmrbance finally were allowed
to have some of their speakers talk. Theg claimed to be representative
of the students as a whole and all important organizations and stated
that they were in opposition to the Ward movement; that there was a
great chance for Ward to get hurt if he were put in the game.

After several of them spoke, at about 9 p.m., this entire crowd
left the hall and then the meeting proceeded in a fairly ordedly
manner. The substance of speeches of most of these speakers was
concerning the principle involved. Two negroes and three men of dark
races made speeches, however, they were merely finding fault wi th
those who believe in racial discrimination and with the athletiec
officials who scheduled the Georgia Tech when they knew Ward was on
the team. Nothing was mentioned regarding a demonstration on the
field tomorrow; however, a resolution was passed to the effect that
the majority at the meeting were in favor of having Ward in the
game tomorrow. The meeting was adjourned at 10 p.me I stood in the
lobby of the building and outside of the entrance after the adjournment
and overheard conversations of several small groups. None of them
mentioned anything about plans for g disturbance at the game, in fact
all the conversations were coanfined to the principle of racial
discrimination and comment on the speakers.

I telephoned 4y, Yost and gave him a brief outline of the result
of the meeting. He stated that he would no longer need me on the

investigation. I returned to Detroit and discontinued at 12:45 a.m.
October 20th.

- — - - ~ a
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l. Kendall Wood 134 (Son of Prof. Arthur Wood,
3 Harvard Place, Ann Arbor)

Stated toward the end of the meeting that he had
the actual facts relative to the scheduling of the
game, which were as follows:

In November Yost called some friend or relative
o¥er long distance telephone in Virginia or some
other southern state asking him to arrange a game
for Michigan with some southern team. Finally
Georgia Tech accepted.

In December a telegram was received by the Athletic
Department from Georgia Tech stating that if Michigan
proposed to play Ward in the game that it would have
to be called off because if Georgia Tech did permit him
to play amixkrmaked the publicity that Georgia Tech would
receive in her local state papers would be so s evere that
it just could not be allowed.

"He challenged anyone present to dispute his facts
stating he would give the name of the person connected
with the Athletic Department from whom he received these
acts, ; : '

He also made the resolution protesting the Board in
Control for having scheduled this game.

2. Either Kendall or Abner Morton, or one of their side
stated that the United Front Committee had proceeded
only with the consent of Ward in everything that they
had done.

3+ Mr. Marley, in his talk, said that he hoped that some

| v+8eme some distinguished graduate would return to the
Campus as a member of the faculty and that this man
would be a Negro.

He also wondered what Michigan would do when she EERNYXRER
played the return game at Atlanta, as it was usually the
custom to play games on home and home basis. Would Ward
have to ®fide in the rear of the cars, stop at another
hotel from where the kmyx rest of the team stayed, etc.

It seemed to be the concensus of opinion of the United Front
group that Ward should be the one to decide whether he wanted
to makyxim play in the game and take such chances as there
might be in reference to receiving injuries,
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Cosmopolitan Club

National Student League

Cooperative House

Socialist House

Campus Organizations

University of Michigan

Vanguard Club, student liberal organization,



_ ACTIVE MEMBERS
UNITED FRONT COMMITTEE ON WARD
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Joseph D, Feldman

137 Lite

421 S, FAfth Aves  New York City ‘Sece 43 Row 27 Seat 15
Williem L. Fisch 137 Lit. it e

427 Se Fifth Ave.  Newark, Ne Jo»  BSecs 43 Row 68 Seat 6
Danny Cohen G T '

400 Hemilton ~ Trenton, Ne Je Se¢s 24 Row 49 Seat 9
Emanuel Levine 7 % =

321 S. Division Jorsey City, Ne J« Sece 43 Row 18 Seat 21
Pauline Cohen 137 Lits o

1029 Vaughn New York City Secs 25 Row 53 Seat 4
William Semborski 136 Lit.

500 8, Fifth Ave. Pinclney, Michigan Seoc. 43 Row 68 Seat 24

fov i Gnarles Orr  See. 22 Row 29 Seat 21

%{» Kendall Wood (Mo order)
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Checked with the University Octe. lSthﬂ.1934.

Alpha Phi Alpha (colored) 1163 Ann Street, is the only
one of the fraternities listed now active at Michigan.

The rest are colored fraternities, national.

No record of the sorority.



Joseph Feldman, telephone 5775, called and asked

that the following questions be presented to Mr. Yost.
Feldman stated that he was designated by the Student
Group to present these questions and get the answers
so that "there would be no misunderstanding" as he had
been told that Yost has said "They were shooting off

without knowing what they were talking about."

Question 1. Did the Athletic Administration make
any agreement with Georgia Tech not to
have Ward play?

Question 2. Will Coach Kipke be permitted to play
Willis Ward in the Georgia game?

Question 3. Has Yost any statement to make on the
entire affair generally?

(above received over the telephone at seven o'clock
Wednesday evening, Oct. 10th, after Feldman had
attempted to get in touch with Mr. Yost personally)



October 4, 1934

An Open Letter to Fielding H. Yost and Harry Kipke:

A number of unverifisd rumefs have been circulating arourd campus to the
effect that #illis vard will be barred from the Georgis Fech game because of
the fact tha£ he is a negro. The National Student League, determined to fight
all forms of racial discrimiraticn, is naturally coneerned about these rumors.

Therefore, we respectfully ack yru either to verify or deny thesce rumors
within the next two or three days. If such statement is not forthcoming then
we shall feel entirely justified in assuming that you have thereby given an

automatic verification to the rumors.

The National Student League

Comrittee on viscrimination



Anderson: Did not feel that a statement should be made
by either Ward or the Board.

Boak: If Willis makes a statement then the Board
should make one, Prefer really not to make
any statement.,

Angell: In favor of a statement from the Board clearing
"our position."  Angell left the meeting here,

Yost: Feel like Henry, unless a statement 1is made

stating the "Coaching Staff ang the Board and
all of us are in accord,"

Boak: If a statement is made Qégﬁ Ward himself, then s
-~ 8tatement from us should be made, Otherwise
nothing should be said,

Anderson: My position is that neither Ward nor we should
meke a statement.

Feost: In the smallest way possible say that all

: are in agreement, If Ward should make s

statement, it should not need a ssatement from
the board necessarily, or from anyone else,

Mitchell: A statement by Willis Ward wouldn't help
matters. No statement at all is better
than one or two,.

Oliver: I feel the same way. If we can get away
Exmm without meking any statement we would be
better ofr,

Fehsenfeld: Felt the same as Oliver.

It was suggested that the Cheerleaders might be instructed to .
"drown out! any booing or yelling that the opposition might
begin by leading the stands in Some Michigan Yell,

It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that a committee
of three, consisting of Aigler, Yost and Anderson, be appointed
with power to deal with any future matters that might come up

in connection with this game. o

It was the consensus of opinion of all those present that
adequate police protection should be furnished for the teams

An effort should be made to see that the S tudents occupy the
Seats actually assigned them ang prevent them from congregating
In groups elsewhere in the stands or stadium,

It was felt that it would be better not to have Ward appear on
the field or sit with the team,

No tear gas is to be used.






Michicen Daitly S Lpplement

Issued by the Ward Un.tod ®ront Committee
Againe Wepro Duscrimination
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FELLOW STUDENTS!

8-
(i

texnitiég; and one sorority have united against Negro discrimina-
tion with the following resolution:

e Prominent faculty members, various campus clubs, three fra-

"Because he is a Negro, Willis Ward is not tnh be permitted
/ to ecompete in the Georgia Tech football game.

"$uch a flagrant example of raciel discrimination is inex-
cusable in a university with our cesmopolitan traditions.

"We call upoh the athletic authorities to 'put Ward in the
game or to cancel it,”

i - Among the faculty signers of the resolution were: Professor
Normen E. Nelson, Professor John F. Shepard, Professor C. L. Mgader),
Professor John H. Muyskens, Professor Preston e Slosson, Profes-~
§0x. Roy H. Holmes, H, Shohara, Chg{lgg_éi_prr, and Paul Wiersq

R AT
se1 Vid o

The Greek lett societies which supported the resolution
included the Omega P hi Fraternity, Alpha Phi Alphs Praternity,
4lpha Kappa‘alphﬁ,Sorority, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. o

The Vanguard Club, the llichigan Lesgue Against Var and Mil{:i?;fo-u_f
tarism, snd the Nationsl Student League slso backed the stand \ '
taken by the proféssors. ‘

,,ﬂ_-Eeglﬁw Studéﬁtsl You too must take your stand. Tuis week \
a petition will be circulated on campus similar to the one quoted |
above. : |

| _,'
Sign it .Show your determination to fight for eouality for l

i ot - r,—: B o
i .
I;q_;I %

Elth@r’ Wfét”d-’p‘.;ﬁ%ﬂ&: or
the"Game be canceled <
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on Cctober 2C the D.of’fx' : TS 1
M. football team is \ ’} D :

scheduled to play Georszis !

Tech. Tech hass by preceé-\ .~ -~

ence established the fact
that it will not compete
against a team with Negrces on it. Willis Warde star veteran BLGHS

A

& Negro. The N.5.L. has senl & levier to Hurpf aipke and Fielding
Yost asking whether ward will be permitied tﬁ play. as yet, tGhe
lctter has not been answered, It is obvious that Lhe anthorities
irtend to ber Ward from the game. There iz rnc donbi that this is a
glear caselof racial: diserimination, i university founded on the
iceals of equality, irregardless of raes, | 3} creed, or color,
support such a2 flagrant exaumnle of Ji. Crow¥am.

We call upcn all stucents, faculty meinbers, and campus organiz~ O
ations vo unite with us in this strug-le:

cannot

EITHER WARD PLAYS ORK THE GAME LiUsT BE CaNCYLLED
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October 13, 1934

F, A, Rowe

¢/ 0 Board of Egucation
Cleveland, Ohle

Dear S5ir;

There has been much dissension on the Yichigan Campus concern?ng
the comlng Georgla Tech game, The cause for all this has been the
attempt of the Tech team to keep Willis Ward out of the game because
he is a Negro, Disregarding the fact that Ward ls a star on the teanm
it 1s our firm belief that racial discriminaticn has no place on the
Michigan campus, and should not be tolerated, We call upon the

alumni of this Uni#ersity to give ue their views on this matter and to

please do that before Oétober 20, as that is the date of the game,

Sincerely yours
United Front Committee on Ward
c,0 W, Fisch

427 3, 5th Ave,
Ann Arbor, Michigan



Editorial,

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION?

Fervorts that Willls Ward, Negro
left end for Michigan, would be kept
out of the game witbh Georgia Tech
on Oct. 20, because of the fact that
Southerners are opposed to engaging in
gridiron conflict with members of the
colored race, has resulted in some ac-
tion, local and otherwise, which secms
to have converted the question into
what might be termed a semi-public
Issue.
The Nationa! Student League de-
mands that Ward be allowed to play
in the Georgia Tech game, and it is
rumored that there are plans to
mterfere witk the contest by taking
possession of the field if “racial dis-
crimination” is practiced. The local
minlsterial association likewise passed
a resolution which, in effect, condemns
the prospective benching of Ward for
thie fieorgia Tech combat. Meanwhilc,
Coach Kipke has not officially an-
nounied a decision concerning the
Ncgro end’s status for the game in ||
guestion. There are several little
cuestions about the lineup against Chi-
cago this coming Saturday which are
vet to be answered to his own satisfac-
tion, and he is not now devoting much
attention to the Georgia Tech game.

As a matter of principle, we aure
gquile convinced that the personnel of
the lineup for any football game is a

problem for the coaches to decide.
Ohviously it is none of the business of |
the Nationa] Student Lecague, which is
scarcely in a position to make deci-
stons concerning what is the best com- ?
bination to use against any of Mich-
igan’'s opponents. Xipke must select
the players, is the final analysis, and
scvetal factors need to be considered.
irst, he wants a combination that
will win. Second, he must exercise
judsment regarding the physical wel- |
fare of the Michigan contestants, and

axain there s the question of courtesy
to the visitors.

Ann Arbor Daily News, Oct. 11, 1934

Tiucial discrimination scarcely ¢aR |
be charged to the Michigan Athletle |
association. Tolan and Hubbard be-.j
some famous on the track. Watd‘
has won track honors also ,and he l's
wenerally regarded as one of Michigan's
best tootball players. He 18 generously |
applauded when he makes a good play. |
He has every opportunity to make good, ;
and he has made good. But if Kipk’e
thinks it would add to Michigans.
chances of victory to keep Ward out ‘.
of the Georgin Tech game, he should
keep him out. And it is possible that
the attitude of the Southerners would
suggest such a course for such a rea-
=on. 'furthermore, he wants Ward
for future games, and if Ward sus-
tained injuriex in this game he might
be laid out for the rest of the sea-
son. There I8 his personal welta.r.e
to be considercd, also. In addition, if
the Georgia Tech players object to
playing against & Negro, their wishes
command some respect in the realm of
sportsmanship, regardless of whether
their aititude may be right or wrong
according to morthern standards.
Ward may play in the game in
question, If ho does not play, there
will be good and sufficient reasons,
nons of which is any intention upon
the part of Coach Kipke to discriminate
against him on account of hlc_ race.
To insist that he play, it his playing
{s Aecmied inadvisable by those in
autherity, is to place Mr. Ward in an
exceedingly difficult position, and one
that he does not deserve. His well-
wishers surely would be the last to
irin in any such demand.




WHEREAS the daily newspspers of October 15, 1934 carried
en article stating that foot-ball coach Harry Kipke would not
allow Willis VWard to play in the game of Ostober =20, 1934
against Ceorgia Teoh; and

WHERBAS the undersigned believe that the sole reason for
this aotion is that Willis ward is & Negro; and

WHEREAS the University of Michigen is the capstone of the
public school system of lichigen, supported by public taxation;
and the traditions, statutes and court deeisions of Mioehigen
are diametrically opposed to such actiom as outlined above; and

WHEREAS the Board of Regents through the rresident of the
University constitute the governing body of the imstitution,
rather then the Committee in Control of r‘hysical Education, the
Direetor of Physical Education @& the Coach;

Now therefore Be It Hesolved that the undersigned go on
record as condemming the public statement of the coach as &n
aoct contrery to the traditions, statutes and court decisicus
of Miohigan; end as condemning the uncalled for intolerance
shown thereby; and

Be It Further Resolved thet the undersigned demand that
the Board of Hegents and President of the University of Michi-
gan either cancel the Georgia Teoh game or see Lo it that Willis
Ward plays in the gane,
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