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The Michigan Union Building,-shall a project so great and 
wholesome be completed? 

STATEMENT BY VISITING ALUMNI 

To University of Michigan Alumni not present at the gathering of December 28, 19/8: 

Every one of us whose names appear below have personally inspected the Michigan Union Building since De
cember 20, 1918, and in our judgment the moneJ) contributed ton,ards its construction has been n,ell spent. The 
Building is characterized without and within by simplicity, dignity and utility. It is none too large and none too 
good for a University with 30,000 living alumni, soon to increase to 50,000, and with 7,000 students, soon to increase 
to 10,000. During the war, it messed 3,650 uniformed men, and housed 800 of them besides, about 1,000 more 
than were accommodated at any other University in the United States. It requires a large structure, to accomplish the 
great and lasting mission of this Building. The amount estimated in 191 S to be necessary to build it was not sub
scribed, and every alumnus knows of the great increase in the cost of labor and materials in the last two years. An 
unfinished, unfurnished and closed Building would be a monumental advertisement of the failure of University of 
Michigan alumni, carrying with it an effect upon undergraduates, faculty, alumni, and the taxpayers of the State of 
Michigan, that can better be imagined than described. 

Dated March I, 1919. 
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